Membership series No 2 - 5

Membership is not an option

We were Formed for God’s family
Introduction
Last time I preached it was on what is the Church and who are it’s members. We looked at and still are looking at Church Membership in the context of Going on with Christ and deeper in our commitment to Christ.
This week we are going to look at the fact that we are formed for God’s family.

When we give our lives to Jesus Christ, we become children of God, we are born into His family and He becomes our Father. Jesus becomes our brother, we become joint heirs with Him to the riches of God’s kingdom.

Our family home is Heaven.

So one of God’s purposes for us is that we are formed for God’s family.

1JN 3:1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!
EPH 1 v4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-- to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment--to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.

As Christians we have joined a family of believers that will last for eternity.

Our families on earth are wonderful gifts from God, but they are temporary and fragile, often broken by divorce, distance, growing old and inevitably death.

But our spiritual family will go on throughout all eternity.

    EPH 3:14-15 For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven and on earth derives its name.
Our surnames are Godson, or Godsister, because we are part of that huge family that god has created to be his own.

We do not of course go around with His name tattooed on us, we do not sign our names etc. But we are called to be recognized as part of His family.
This is why Jesus instigated baptism, so that we could identify ourselves before the world that we belong to Him.

Being baptised is not an option, it is a command. It publicly announces to the world “I am not ashamed to be part of God’s family”

It is part of the great commission given by Jesus just before his ascension

    MT 28:19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
Why is baptism so important?
Because it symbolizes God’s second purpose for your life – participating in the fellowship of God’s eternal family.
Baptism declares your faith, shares Christ’s burial and resurrection, symbolizes your death to the old life, announces your new life in Christ and it is a celebration of your inclusion into God’s family.

Faith makes you part of God’s family, Baptism shows you are part of God’s family.

If you are a Christian and have not been baptised, do not hold back, do not put it off any longer, obey his command.

Being part of God’s family is the greatest and highest honour and privilege we will ever receive.

Nothing else comes close, so when you are feeling unimportant, unloved, or insecure, remember to whom you belong.

The second thing I wish to share with you this morning is this – You were called to belong.

EPH 2:19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household,
Right from the very beginning we read that it was not God’s intention for us to be alone, when he saw Adam in the garden he said “It is not good for man to be alone”
When ever Paul talks about believers he uses expressions like

We are put together, joined together, built together, members, heirs together, fitted together and held together, and we will be caught up together.

You are not on your own anymore!

Following Christ includes belonging not just believing. We are members of one body.

To Paul, being a member of the Church meant being a vital organ of a living body, an indispensable, interconnected part of the body of Christ.
Membership of the Church means being part of a body, not a building, an organism, not an organization.

You were created for a specific role, but you will miss this purpose of your life if you are not attached to a living, local church
ROM 12:4-5 Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.
An organ cut off from the body, will shrivel and die, it cannot survive on its own. Neither can you.

The Church is God’s agenda for the world, it is indestructible and will exist for eternity.

The powers of hell will not prevail against it, It is the thing that Christ loved and gave himself for, it is the bride of Christ, the one he is coming back for.

In this world the Church is made up of sinners…saved by Grace, we often hurt each other, fail each other, abuse each other. Church meetings used to be slanging matches (not any more). But we are still the body of Christ.

The local fellowship is important to the believer, we are called to belong.

Why do you need a Church family? 

1. A Church family identifies you as a genuine believer.

How can I claim to follow Christ if I am not committed to his people.

JN 13:34-35 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
2. A Church family moves you out of self-centered isolation.

The local church is the classroom where we learn how to get along in God’s family. It is the laboratory for practicing unselfish, sympathetic love. It is a place where we learn to share and care about others

1COR 12:26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.
3. A Church family helps us to develop spiritual muscle.

If you want to grow in your faith, you need to be an active part of the local church, you cannot be a passive spectator, we help each other grow

EPH 4:16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.
4. The body of Christ needs you

God has a unique role for you to discover, develop, and use your gifts.
5. You will share in Christ’s mission to the world.

The church is God’s instrument on this earth, we are not called to model his love and show it to those in the Church, we are to take that love to the rest of the world.

We are his hands, his feet, his eyes and his heart. He works through us in the world.

6. A Church family will keep you from backsliding.

None of us are immune from temptation. Given the right situation, you and I are capable of any sin.

We each have a responsibility to keep each other on track.

HEB 3:12-13 See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be hardened by sin's deceitfulness.
‘mind your own business’ is not a Christian phrase, but a worldly one. We have a responsibility to look out for each other.

James says

JAS 5:19-20 My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him back, remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins.

Church leaders are there to guard and protect the flock, to care for its spiritual welfare. They are accountable to God for what they do.

The church exists to focus on God, the fellowship is there to help us with life’s problems, leaders are there to fortify your faith, to build up, to help you find your talents, the great commission is there for the church to fulfill.
There is nothing on earth like the Church!

Conclusion
You may have already been challenged enough today. But there is more…

When you were born physically, you were automatically part of a universal family of human beings.

When you were born again, you automatically became part of God’s universal family – you are saved, no matter what.

But he wants you to be part of the local church family as well.

The difference between being an church attender and a church member is commitment. Attenders spectate from the sidelines, members get involved in ministry. Attenders are consumers, members are contributors.

Being part of the local church is taking the theory of love and putting it into practice.

Some spend a lifetime looking for the perfect church, but you will never find it this side of heaven. We are called to love imperfect sinners, just as God does.

In Acts we read

AC 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
The Christian life is more than just commitment to Christ; it includes a commitment to each other.
You become a Christian by committing yourself to Christ, but you become a church member by committing yourself to a specific group of believers.

The first decision brings salvation, the second brings fellowship.

Amen

