Church Membership Series - 5

Commitment to Christ through
Church Membership.
Introduction
Cranfield Baptist Church for 2005 should emphasize on adding to our commitment to Jesus Christ.
For us to be committed to Christ means to obey his words and follow his example, to be more like him every day.

The Church is not something that was introduced by the Apostles in the book of Acts. In fact, it was a term first used by Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew. It was a theme that the Apostles took up and lay a lot of emphasis on in the book of Acts and their following letters.
In fact the book of Acts, although a book that shows the apostles and disciples of Christ spreading the word and fulfilling the great commission, also shows the founding of that church of which Christ spoke.

In the book of Matthew Jesus spoke of the Church in two ways which are closely linked:

MATT 16v18-19 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."
MT 18:15-17 "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that `every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.' If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.

He talked of building His Church and about discipline in that Church.
So over the next few weeks we are, God willing, going to look at all the different aspects of the Church. We will look at what the Church is, who are its members, to what are the responsibilities and rights of membership, Church leadership and discipline and our attitudes to those in leadership, and somewhere in all of that we will look at our commitment to the Church and our giving to the Church.

But, this is not a push to increase the membership of Cranfield Baptist Church, although some may decide they want to become members, but this is a push for commitment to Christ

In keeping this in mind, ask yourself the question “Does my commitment to the Church show my commitment to Christ?” or “Does my commitment to Christ show in my commitment to the Church?”
I think it was President Kennedy who said

“Do not ask what can my country do for me, rather ask, what can I do for my country?”

In the same way as Christians, we should not be asking “What will the Church do for me?”, but rather “What can I do for the Church of Christ?”

Well before we can do that we need to look at What is the Church? And who are its members? What is its mission and purpose?  These are the areas that we need to understand before we can go further.
What is the Church and who are its members?
If asked what Church do you belong to, how do you reply. Do you say “I am a Baptist! Or a Methodist or a C of E or Catholic”?
The Church that Jesus and the Apostles talked about and established was not a denomination, but they were a special group of people. As I’m sure you are aware, the Church is not made of buildings, as grand as some may be, the Church, the true Church is people.

The true church is made up of people who have been born again into the kingdom of God, through belief in Jesus Christ and by the power of the Holy Spirit.

So when we come to Christ we automatically become members of HIS Church.

But what about the local church?

It was quite clear that Jesus’ intentions were not that we would be just one big church, but that we would be local churches in every place all around the world. We would be communities within the worldly communities.

When Jesus first stated that Peter was to be the rock on which he would build his Church, he stated that the gates of Hades would not overcome it. It was to be something strong and powerful, a force to be reckoned with – and it is!
It was to be In the world, but not of the world.
There are Christians today who have become spiritual nomads. They do not think it necessary to be part of a local church, to become a member of it, to be committed to it. They think that being part of the Church of God is enough, and as far as Salvation goes it is.

But throughout the NT we see that it is scriptural to join oneself to a local church.

ACTS 2 v41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day.

AC 9:31 Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. It was strengthened; and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the fear of the Lord.

AC 12:1 It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them.
AC 14: 27 On arriving there, they gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them and how he had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.
AC 15:30 The men were sent off and went down to Antioch, where they gathered the church together and delivered the letter. 31 The people read it and were glad for its encouraging message. 32 Judas and Silas, who themselves were prophets, said much to encourage and strengthen the brothers.
1CO 5:12 What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? 13 God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you."
It is quite clear that the Church mentioned in all these verses was made up of Christians that had joined themselves voluntarily together. 
There was also a discipline within the churches that people also voluntarily adhere themselves to. Why, because it is the way Christ wanted it to be

That’s why Jesus talked about discipline in Matthew’s Gospel

MT 18:15-17 "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over. But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that `every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.' If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector.

We have Christians today that drive past their local churches and go to the big town churches, because they want to be part of a big church. They will often tell you that they believe God has called them to that big church.

More often than not, many go to big churches because they can blend in with the crowd, they won’t get pressured into doing something but they can have the benefits of such a church. They will boast about what their church is doing, but they are not part of it.

You can be a secret disciple by doing this, because no-one in your locality would probably know you are a Christian, because they won’t see you walking down the road on a Sunday with your Bible under your arm.

We are not called to be secret disciples, we are called to be witnesses where we are. In the local Church.

What is the Mission and purpose of the Church?
Jesus clearly told the disciples what he wanted the Church to do, what their mission statement was.
MAT 28v19-20 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
That is the mission of the universal church of Christ, that is what we should all be doing, that is what we should be doing in Cranfield.

But what is the purpose of the Church?

AC 2:42-47 They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

The purpose of the Church is to teach the believers, to help them, share with them, to meet together and encourage one another.

When a Church runs an Alpha course it is fulfilling its mission, but the church needs to be there to fulfil its purpose, because those who come to Christ on Alpha courses need teaching and encouraging and to be with those of like mind.

Conclusion
In Eph 2 we read
21-22 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

If everyone just did their own thing as they thought fit, there would be no building. We are called to be part of a body.

Christ has made us to fit into that body, you have a specific role to do.

But there is also an amazing orderliness in the church – as intended by God

1TI 3:14 Although I hope to come to you soon, I am writing you these instructions so that, 15 if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.
None of us are free agents, we cannot be non-members of the local church of Christ.

We all have a place, no window or wall may drift in and out as they please.

Being a member of the Church means commitment – It is not an option.

If we are going to know Christ better this year, we need to understand His idea of Church and obey it.

Unless he is calling you to a specific work outside of your locality, we should be seeking what Christ wants for us in His local Church.
And then commit to it.

Amen

