He is Risen! Hallelujah!

Introduction
We have seen over the past two weeks how Jesus entered Jerusalem and the pain and suffering he went through. It is clear from the Scriptures and what Jesus said that he knew all that would befall him:
MK 8:31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.
  MK 9:30-32 They left that place and passed through Galilee. Jesus did not want anyone to know where they were, because he was teaching his disciples. He said to them, "The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise." But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it.

Following  his triumphal entry into Jerusalem on a colt, the king was coming to judge the leaders of the nation but he was also coming in humility.
The week that would follow, leading from his entry to his resurrection was prophesied well before in the OT.

would enter Jerusalem in triumph                         Zechariah 9:9

would be rejected by his own people                   Isaiah 53:1, 3. Psalm  118:22

would be betrayed by one of his followers          Psalm 41:9

would be tried and condemned                            Isaiah 53:8

would be silent before his accusers                     Isaiah 53:7

would be struck and spat upon                             Isaiah 50:6

would be mocked and insulted                           Psalm 22: 7-8

would die by crucifixion                                       Psalm 22: 14, 16-17

would suffer with criminals                                  Isaiah 53:12

would be given vinegar and gall                         Psalm 69:21

others would cast lots for his clothes                Psalm 22:18

His bones would not be broken                         Exodus 12:46

would die as a sacrifice for sin                          Isaiah 53:5,6,8,10-12

would be raised from the dead                         Psalm 16:10

And everyone of these actions that had been prophesied was, humanly speaking, outside of his control. He could not have controlled them.
He entered Jerusalem at the same time the lambs were being taken into the Israelite families.

When Jesus entered that City he was being worshipped as a King who was coming in peace but also as a lamb for the Passover

The book of Revelation describes Him so well as the lamb

REV 5:6-9 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a new song:

 "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation.

I do not want to gloss over the fact on this Sunday morning, of his death. So we will spend but a moment thinking on this most wonderful act of selfless love lavished upon us by the Living God who loves us so much.

On that Passover evening, there was a huge change in the way God looked upon the sins of men. On that night as Jesus breathed his last and gave up his Spirit, the new covenant in His blood came into being that Paul wrote about
1 CO 11:25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me."
From that moment when the sin of the whole world was placed upon him and he expired his last, God instigated salvation through Jesus Christ as the only way, no longer were animal sacrifices good enough – It is Christ’s blood, shed for you and I that gives us salvation.

Give Him Glory in HIS house this morning!
On Good Friday at the reflective service at the Church of England, we spent time reflecting on Psalm 22 which is a wonderful Psalm of what is the agony of the cross from Jesus’ perspective. But what I had not realised before or at the very least had probably glossed over was what this Psalm was really saying.

It shows the fact that Jesus was forsaken, alone and full of pain and agony, it also shows in v6-8 that He was being ridiculed by the people who were in effect, pawns of the devil who was trying to get Jesus off the cross.

But the final third of this psalm is the victory – then and in the future

V24 For he has not despised or disdained the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from him but has listened to his cry for help.

Satan has been defeated, death has been defeated, sin has been defeated.

He is Risen!
But today we see the resurrection of our Saviour, that morning when Mary went to the tomb but found it empty and enquired of who she thought was the gardener  and having encountered the Lord himself she went and found the disciples:

JN 20:18-20 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" And she told them that he had said these things to her.
On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.

We have not got time to go through all the people that saw Jesus alive following his resurrection, but we are talking about alot of people.

People who knew him well and would have spotted a fake.

Although the death of Jesus is so important in that it atoned for our sin, the resurrection of our Saviour is oh so important.

You see, without that great act of coming back from the dead, all that we would have is a Saviour who was dead. We would have forgiveness  but for what? – we would have no hope for the future, no hope after death, that would have been the end.

Peter says
1PE 1:3-5 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.
Through His resurrection we, who have come to know Christ as Saviour have – a new birth, a living hope and an inheritance that can never perish.
1 PETER 3:18-22 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also--not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand--with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.

Conclusion
What can we say in conclusion to all this.
Hippolytus, a theologian and martyr who lived from 160-235 said

Joy to all creatures, honour, feasting, delight. Dark death is destroyed and life is restored everywhere. The gates of heaven are open. God has shown himself man, man has gone up to him a God.
The gates of hell God has shattered, the bars of Adam’s prison broken.

The people of the world below have risen from the dead, bringing good news; what was promised was fulfilled. From the earth has come singing and dancing.
Methodius of Olympus (311) Bishop of Lycia said:

Decay is destroyed; disease, with its pain and its tears, has gone. Death is no more, folly has fled and grief, that gnaws the mind, is dead.

A sudden shaft of joy from Christ our God, and now this mortal world is shining.
Martin Niemoller (German Lutheran Pastor)
Easter is not part of the old accustomed divine order, of the ordered world in which we live, but it is an absolutely new, unexpected act of the living God, which interrupts and runs counter to the uniform rise and fall of the world’s rhythm. Here we have the beginning of something new.
And lastly, Archbishop of Canterbury, Arthur Ramsey said

No resurrection, no Christianity.
He is Risen!

Today we celebrate a Living Lord, a resurrected redeemer, the Lamb that was slain seated on the throne, the Messiah in Majesty.
We see death vanquished

The gates of hell broken

Men redeemed

The war won

We are victorious!

Jesus IS Alive! Hallelujah.

Amen
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