Returning to God: A Second Chance with God, Jonah 3


READ Hebrews 10:19-29, 32-36 
Today we deal with how the message of repentance can change hearts. If we in the church, hope to impact our world for good, we must declare the life-changing gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Introduction: 

One of the great lessons of Jonah’s failure and forgiveness is that God can continue to use those who return to Him. 

Thankfully, we serve the God of the second chance. 

Just like Jonah, many spiritual leaders received a second chance to do what God called them to do. 
Adam sinned in the garden and God covered him. (skins)
Moses murdered a man and God called him.
Elijah quit and complained then God re-commissioned him. 
Peter denied the Lord and then God used him at Pentecost. 
John Mark deserted the mission team at Pamphylia yet God moved upon him to write the second Gospel. 

And that has been the story of the church through the ages. We have all received a multitude of opportunities to return and serve God. And once God corrected His reluctant prophet, He continued the work He intended. 
Jonah’s third chapter reminds us that authentic revival impacts both the individual and the culture. 

What are the characteristics of genuine spiritual revival? 

1. It is a sovereign work of God to forgive and change – 3:1. 
Jonah went to preach with unquestioned obedience. But we must ask, “Why them? Why then?” 
The People of Nineveh were not praying for revival, nor were they interested. To a degree, Jonah has a point. The Assyrians qualified better as candidates for God’s sovereign judgment than as candidates for God’s sovereign grace. 

But Jonah’s successful preaching campaign had nothing to do with Jonah’s ability or the Assyrian’s worthiness. 
All we can say for sure is that God had a purpose beyond our human understanding. 
If we take John 3:16 seriously, then we must conclude that before God showered Nineveh with grace He reached to them with love. 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
Perhaps we can look at God’s choice to save the Assyrians differently. Maybe this represented God’s plan to produce more good in the world by saving the worse people in the world. No doubt their pillaging stopped for at least a short time. In the end, the revival at Nineveh is nothing short of a sovereign work of forgiveness that produced change. 
2. It is a scriptural work of God to correct error - 3:1-2. 
Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: 2 ‘Go to the great city of Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.’
While spiritual renewal may occur without a preacher or prophet, it never occurs without divine truth. And here Jonah declared the Word of God.
Interestingly, the prophet didn’t sugar-coat the truth out of fear of offending the audience. He neither clamoured for their favour, nor trembled from their threats. 
This scenario reminds the preacher of his duty as a messenger of God. 

a. We must speak the truth in love 
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. [Ephesians 4:15]. 
While we might question Jonah’s motives based on the last chapter of his book, declaring the message of God’s pending judgment against lost humanity qualifies as an act of love. 

b. We offer the truth to all people. 
He declared the truth to the commoners in the street and leaders in the palace. 
God’s offer of grace extends to all races in all places. This, of course, reminds of our commission to go into the entire world with the gospel. 

c. We obey the truth whole-heartedly. 
Jonah’s message was not a dissertation on the possibility and probability that God could destroy the city of Nineveh. 
When we declare the truth, we do more than simply inform. Instead, we call for radical obedience to the truth of God. The Assyrians responded to the message with genuine repentance, from the King to the animals, they put on sackcloth and ashes, they fasted and repented.
To say it differently, they believed the Word of God and then behaved in a consistent manner with the truth. In fact, verse 3:10 states When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did not bring on them the destruction he had threatened.
He forgave them and withheld His judgment
3. It is a sudden work of God on an unexpected people – 3:6. 
When Jonah’s warning reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 

This revival was totally unexpected. And, initially, it was undesirable. 
Consider the probability that this brutal king would suddenly repent and turn to God. For that matter, why did they even listen to Jonah? 
Some commentators have suggested that the gastric juices of the fish bleached Jonah’s skin. But we cannot qualify anything about his appearance. 
Paul, the Apostle, had a similar experience with God. While travelling to Damascus to imprison Christians, the hostile enemy of Christ suddenly and unexpectedly encountered God. And that confrontation resulted in a radical change in his life. 

This truth brings hope to all those parents that plead with their wayward children to return to God and to all those pastors that plead with their indifferent congregations to return to God. 
Are you indifferent to what God requires of You?

God has and can move suddenly on those that don’t even expect to hear from Him. 

4. It is a saving work of God on an undeserving people – 3:10. 
When God’s people experience revival as Jonah did,during his time in the fish,  lost people that completely ignore God came to Him in repentance. 
To say it differently, God must do something to us before He does anything through us. God changed Jonah, Jonah went and preached, the people were saved.
Notice two key terms here: “saving” and “undeserving.” “God relented” or spared the Assyrians from destruction. Of course, this pictures God’s grace because the people did not deserve His mercy. 
We should be careful to remember that no one deserves mercy. 
But, from a human perspective, if anyone lacked moral decency and deserved wrath, they did. 
5. A sanctifying work of God in the culture – 3:7-9. 
Notice the transformation of the prevailing culture. Only God could produce such a radical change in an entire city. A big city at that (3 days to get across)
Remember that when God revives the soul, outward manifestations of holiness should follow. 
If, as a Christian you are still comfortable in the sins you used to commit before making a commitment to Christ, then probably you never truly repented in the first place. 

It is easy for those in the church to cast stones from behind our mortar and brick walls at the sinners. 
But will that type of preaching or evangelism make a difference in our world? Probably not. 
The message of repentance, however, can change hearts. If we in the church hope to impact our world for good, we must declare the life-changing gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Conclusion: 
Nehemiah records one of the great revivals of history. In the eighth chapter, Ezra, the prophet, read the Word of God for six hours 
Neh8:2-3  So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand.  He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.. 
And unexpectedly the people began to “weep.” 
Neh 8:9-11 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, ‘This day is holy to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.’ For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law.
Nehemiah said, ‘Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.’
The Levites calmed all the people, saying, ‘Be still, for this is a holy day. Do not grieve.’
What did Ezra and Nehemiah instruct them to do in response to God’s moving? They told the people to do two things: [1] Honour God in His holiness and [2] share God’s blessings with your neighbour. 

But we must not forget that revival didn’t come to the Israelites until renewal and commitment came to Nehemiah. 
Change did not come to Nineveh until Jonah was changed.

Cranfield will not come to Christ through revival, until we, Christ's Church change.

God wants to forgive everyone of us, He has provided the means of our salvation through the cross and resurrection of His ONLY Son - Jesus Christ, whose blood was shed for all our sin.
Coming to church, religion, reading the bible will not save, only repentance and accepting Christ as your personal Saviour and Lord will do that.

If you are saved, are you still being disobedient in the way you live? Repent.

If we want to see God working through us, if we want to see revival in Cranfield -

It must start with us.
Let us pray.
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