The Challenge of the Christian Life – Part 3


The signs of a true believer – part 2
Introduction
This is our third week in the Epistle of 1John.

So far we have seen the need for the Christian to walk in the light as God is in the light, and last week we joined John in looking at the conditions for living in the light.

In the first part of the second chapter we saw that there were 2 conditions that John points out to us.

1. Renouncing Sin

2. Be obedient

This week we look at the other 2 conditions found in this chapter:

Rejecting  worldliness and Keeping the faith.

Rejecting Worldliness

Having assured the believers of their position before God--i.e., their sins are forgiven, they know the Father, and they have overcome the evil one--John moves to application. 
He warns them not to love the world and gives two reasons: 
1. Love for the world precludes love for the Father, and 
2. the investment of love in the world is without meaning because the world is passing away (v. 17). 
The love of the world versus the love of the Father provides yet another "test" of walking in the light.
The word "World" occurs six times in vv. 15-17. It obviously means something quite different here than in Jn 3:16. There the Father's love of the world is apparently based on his having willed the world into existence. It is his creation; he created it to be good, beautiful, and worthy of giving glory to him. Likewise those who live in the world are his creatures, whom he loves; even in their desperate state of living in darkness and the shadow of death, he remains constant in desiring to rescue them from eternal death. 
Here, however, the world is presented as the evil system under the grip of the devil  1Jn 5:19; We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.  
Jn 12:31; Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out.
14:30-31 I will not speak with you much longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me, but the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me.
Love also means something different in this passage. Here it is not the selfless love for one's brother but the love that entices by an evil desire or a forbidden appetite. It is the world's ability to seduce believers, to draw them away from love of the Father, that concerns John.
What love for the world or worldliness entails is now spelled out by John in a memorable triad: 
"the cravings of sinful man,
 the lust of his eyes and 
the boasting of what he has and does." (v16)

The phrase "the cravings of sinful man" (lit., "the desire of the flesh") describes the principle of worldliness from which love of the world flows. 
"Flesh" refers to a selfish outlook that pursues its own ends, independent of God and independent of one's fellowman. The "flesh" not only becomes the basis for rebellion against God and for despising his law but also implies all that is materialistic and egocentric,  all that exploits and is selfish. 
It is at the root of racism, sexism, love of injustice, despising the poor, neglecting the weak and helpless, and every unrighteous practice.

The "lust of the eyes" can refer especially to sexual lust, but can also mean everything that entices the eyes. It is a tendency to be captivated by outward show, and especially indicates greed and a desire for things aroused by seeing them, as Eve desired the fruit, Achan the gold and King David the woman.
 The key term in the third phrase is "boasting" ("pride"); it occurs not only here but also in
 JAMES 4:13-16 Now listen, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and make money." Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, "If it is the Lord's will, we will live and do this or that." As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil.
2TI 3:1-5 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God-- having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them.

ROM 1:30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents;

This verse in 1John describes a pretentious hypocrite who glories in himself or in his possessions. 
If one's public image means more than the glory of God or the well-being of one's fellow human beings, such pretentiousness of life has become a form of idol-worship. 
"Pride of life" will be reflected in whatever status symbol is important to me or seems to define me.

 When I define myself to others in terms of my attainments, the reputation of the church I serve, my annual income, the size of my library, my expensive car or house, and if in doing this I misrepresent the truth and in my boasting show myself to be only a pompous fool who has deceived no one, then I have succumbed to the pride of life.

John then goes on to say all the vanity of this evil world with its devices is passing away. It has already begun to breaking down. It is a corpse not yet buried. But the person who really does the will of God has the breath of eternal life.
Keeping the faith

In v18 John comes to the last sign of the true believer – they are those who keep the faith.
John was writing his epistle by the power of the Spirit to point out to those true believers in the Church that there were ‘antichrist’s among them, people who said they were Christians but denied the central aspect of the Christian faith – that is that Jesus is the Christ.

He outwardly calls them liars (v22)

He teaches his followers how to cope with this: they are to remain in what they were taught. Finally, he assures his followers of their power to overcome: "His anointing teaches you".

1JN 2:24-28 See that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. And this is what he promised us--even eternal life.

I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in him. And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his coming.

The last part of v.27 summarizes the threefold reason to trust the anointing already received from Jesus (2:20). 
(1) His anointing teaches all things necessary for them to know concerning the Word of Life. 
(2) This anointing is "real, not counterfeit" 
JN 15:26 "When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.

JN 16:1-3 "All this I have told you so that you will not go astray. They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering a service to God. They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me.
But the test of the anointing is its faithfulness to that which is from the beginning. Since the opponents' teaching fails precisely at this point, their anointing is exposed as false. 
(3) The community has in its history experienced the teaching from the anointing--i.e., they have known the confirming work of the Spirit in their lives. The Gospel has taken root in them and has brought forth its fruit (cf. 2:12-14). Therefore, John concludes with his most important word to them: "Remain [abide] in him [Christ]."
Conclusion
Friends, are we abiding, remaining in Christ? Or are we looking elsewhere for truth. Are we hoping to get a fresh and new revelation?

Are we lusting after worldly things, do we desire riches, power, status?

John tells us that all these things will pass away, in fact it has already started, we are in the last days, there will be antichrists who will try and entice us away from the truth.

John says, Remain in Christ, the Holy Spirit that you have been given, the anointing you have received is real.

We often wonder why we don’t see much evidence of the Spirit working in our lives, and in the Church, is it because we have not renounce sin, is because we are not being obedient, is it because we are loving the things of the world and they are enticing us away, or is it because we are not keeping the faith?
The Christian life is a challenge, let us walk in the light as He is in the light, and remain in Christ.

Amen.
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