The Challenge of the Christian Life – Part 1


Walking in the Light

1 John 1:1 – 2:14

Introduction
I am sure we look back on the old year and think about our Christian lives, how we have grown, or not, as the case may be, our obedience or lack of, how closely have we followed Jesus and what things have we allowed into our lives that have marred our fellowship with Him and with one another.

In the days in which we are living, it is that time to think positively about the where we want to be and what we want to achieve aspect of our lives. Time is ebbing away as we see the nearness of the Lord’s return.
It’s a time to consider the challenge of LIVING the Christian life, not just paying lip service to it but really living it for Christ!

We, as Christians, who proclaim the name of Christ NEED to start walking in a way that brings glory to His name.

Over the next few weeks we are going to look at various topics that, I hope, will really challenge us to walk close, obedient lives with our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

On this walk together we will look at the light of Christ and walking in that light, we will see the hindrances to fellowship, how to abide in Christ’s love and how to have victory and assurance through faith.

All of this will come from the Epistles of John.

These epistles were written by the Apostle John, the same John that wrote the Gospel.

This is the same John who wrote the book of Revelation and who was imprisoned on the Isle of Patmos.
John’s aim in writing these epistles was to encourage the early Church and to warn them not to be deceived by false doctrines that had been spread abroad.

The Church at the time of writing, around 85-90AD was facing some serious challenges from false teachers.

Just like the Church today is facing challenges from those who would tell us that all roads lead to God, that there are other ways to know God, that it is okay to bend the rules, to sin and seek forgiveness, to live lifestyles that are not condusive to the Christian way.
So John seeks in his epistles, which were written by his hand under the guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

God is Light
Our topic for a few moments this morning is that of the importance of walking in the light.
Chapter 1 of this first epistle sets out for us what is, perhaps, the most important challenge to each one of us – the need to walk in the light.

READ 1JOHN 1

The first few verses of this chapter remind us of John 1 (the Gospel)

JN 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
But the main message that John wants us to see is in verse 5

1JN 1:5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.
Friends, do not be deceived this morning, God is light, in him there is NO darkness. That means that He is pure, there is no sin, there is no defect, there is no shadow in which he can hide.

He is brilliance itself, darkness is swallowed up, there is no room for it.

That means that we also cannot live in the light and shine if we are concealing darkness.

God says of heaven:

GAL 5:19-21 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.

When Christ hung on that cross, smothered by the darkness of our sin, the Light of God could not shine upon him, He turned his face away, that is why Jesus shouted out “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”
God can have nothing to do with darkness, and nor can we.

God wants each one who knows him to walk in the light.
1John 1:6-7

If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

Do you remember the account of Ananias and Sapphira? Well in Acts 5 you can read their story, but basically they tried to show an outward Christianity by selling a piece of land. It was theirs to sell, but they decided in their hearts and together to pretend they got less for it than they did, but tell the Apostles that it was the full amount. They wanted to look good in front of the Church.

Well, they may have fooled the people but they did not fool the Holy Spirit of God, who knows man’s hearts.

We can claim to have fellowship with him – but he knows. He knows if we are hiding darkness in our lives.
It is the hiding of darkness in our lives, and not being transparent with one another that stops us or hinders our fellowship with one another.
It is only when we walk in the light that  the blood of Christ purifies us from all sin.

This is best explained for us in the teaching of Jesus about bringing your gift to the altar.

MT 5:23-24 "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.

And also 

MT 6:14-15 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins.

Lastly, this morning

Confession brings forgiveness and purification

The world would try and tell us, and so would many Christians that sin is old fashioned and over rated.

But not with God its not.

If sin was old fashioned, he would not have sent the most precious gift in all the universe and beyond to save the world.
We need to own up to the fact that we sin, and we sin every day. We should not have the attitude that in that case it is okay to sin, because it is not. If we belong to Christ, we will do everything in our power to stop ourselves sinning, but sometime we cannot help it.

This is where God is so gracious and loving and this must be one of my favourite verses of Scripture

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

If we are to walk in the light as he is in the light we need to face up to the fact that we sin, don’t try and hide it. Confess it.
He is faithful.

He is Just

He will forgive

He will purify

From all unrighteousness.

Its ALL HIM.

Conclusion
God is Light, in Him there is NO darkness.
The challenge to us today, as we start this new year is, are we going to harbour darkness in our lives or are we going to walk in the light of Christ.

Are we going to be truthful – with God and with each other

Are we going to continue to deceive ourselves?

Are we going to confess our sin and allow his righteousness to work in our lives?

If we are serious about following Christ  then we need to fall upon the light so that it will permeate into our souls, and as we allow the light to affect us and change us, and as we walk closely to the light, then we will be absorbed by the light and we to will shine like the Son.

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

Amen
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