YOU are Important.

1 Corinthians 12:12-31

Introduction
What is your view of yourself?
Are you an extravert or an introvert?, Confident or shy, strong or weak.

Do you walk into a room full of people as though you own it, or do you slip in quietly without hardly opening the door?

When we are in a familiar surrounding, do we act differently to when we are in a new surrounding?

Are you loud on the outside but hiding your real self inside. Is your life outwardly together but inside its in pieces.
What is your view of yourself within the Church?

Do you view yourself as an important part of the Church?

Do you feel that if you didn't come to church, no-one would miss you?

I have heard people say "I don't know where I fit in?" I have heard others say "I wont be missed?"
What is your view of Church?

Does it meet our expectations? Do we get from it what we want? Is it the people we like, is it the music or the sermon, what is it that makes us come to this church?

What makes this church different from other groups and clubs in the village?

Are we just a club of like minded individuals?
The truth is....
We have allowed our view of church to become worldly, but in the name of Jesus.

So that's alright.

Just like a club, we pick and choose when we come, what we come to and what we do.

Some like to come and be spectators, it might be that that is where they are at, they cannot be more than that. That's fine.
Others will want to get involved and soon become busy. That's fine too.

But the majority are quite happy somewhere in  the middle.

When we are at Church we actually spend most of our time - distracted.

We get distracted because we are thinking of the ret of the day and the things we need to do.

We are distracted by other people - 

In my first church as a teenager the great distraction that you were always waiting for was the passing and undoing of the toffees just as the sermon was about to start.
It still goes on today. We like to suck something while listening.

Then after church we start to moan about things - "I didn't agree with that", or "he went on a bit" or we start looking at the coffee and thinking "that's weak or that's strong"

Sometimes we lose sight of why we are here, and who we are in the body of Christ.

If you think you are a someone in the church - You're wrong, If you think you are a nobody in the church and wouldn't be missed your wrong. If you think we are a club - you're wrong! If you think we are here to moan and groan - you're wrong.

God's view of the church is different.
Just so that there is no confusion, when I talk about the Church, I am not talking about a building, but a group of people.

To be part of the church, you have to be "in Christ".

To be 'In Christ' means that you have realised that you are a sinner and have repented, turned around, from that sin and asked for forgiveness through Jesus Christ's sacrifice upon the cross. You have acknowledged that Jesus is the true Son of God and that he alone is sinless and able to save you, and you have asked Him to come into your heart to be your Lord and Saviour.

The bible tells us that we are the bride of Christ, we have been chosen to be His. That means we are special and we are to prepare ourselves for the wedding feast.
Paul tells us in our reading that we are a body with many parts.

We have been brought together, as many parts from all walks of life, culture, colour and age to be 'ONE' in Christ.

EPH 4:4-6 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.
There are many parts of the body, but only one body with Jesus as the head.

You are important to the Lord and to the body

Firstly Jesus has chosen you and saved you - that makes you important

Secondly God has brought you into the body, you are part of the body - that makes you important.

In fact The author of 'You are gifted', Ken Hemphill said:
When you understand that God created you in His image, redeemed you by His grace, gifted and empowered you by His Spirit, and specifically chose you to serve alongside Him to advance His kingdom, your life will be forever changed.

Hemphill, Ken (2009-06-01). You Are Gifted (Kindle Locations 256-258). B&H Publishing. Kindle Edition.

Remember this - Where ever you find yourself in the future, whether you go back home to your Church, or move on to work somewhere else and find another church,

You will ALWAYS by important and a part of the body - with a role to play.
When you know this, and when you know where you fit into the body and what gifts you have been given to use in the body - you will be fruitful and useful.

Wherever you are.

The exploring the Vision day on June 14th is designed for you to know where you fit in to the body of Christ, not just at Cranfield, but wherever you are.
One of the problems we have as a 'Church' is that we may recognise who we are in the Church but we don't know what to do in the church.

The church does not function as it should because much of the body is not working efficiently. That is not a criticism, that is a fact.
The body parts
What does Paul say about the parts of the body,

Firstly he says: All parts are needed.

If I were to ask you about your body and which part you would like to cut off and live without, which bit would it be - excluding cosmetic removal for appearance.
You would not WANT to lose any part because they are all needed. They are all important.

Secondly he says: There are weaker parts and their are less honourable parts and there are unpresentable parts.
Some are weaker than others and will not be able to do things others can, some of us may not be as educated, or as fashionable or as wealthy as others but the point Paul is making is this - we are all in it together.

Some will need more help than others, some do things that are seen, others things that are unseen, some will be called to preach others will be called to intercede.
But whatever our calling in the body we are there to be concerned for one another and suffer with one another.

Thirdly he says :There are gifts within the body

Some gifts are higher than others but there are many gifts. Now when it comes to Spiritual gifts there are those who say "That's not for me!"

Well, you do not have a choice, you will have a gift, you may not have a choice as to what that gift is - but you have at least one, may be more.

These gifts will vary from person to person, some will have more gifts than others.

These gifts are given by the Holy Spirit as he thinks fit

Eph 4:7-8 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.  This is why it says: ‘When he ascended on high, he took many captives and gave gifts to his people.
1 Cor 12:4-5 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.
I do not want you to get confused or upset about spiritual gifts, we are not going there today.
The point of the matter is this.

1 Cor 12:24-27 But God has put the body together, giving greater honour to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honoured, every part rejoices with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
So the Church, the body, to which we all belong if we know Christ as Saviour and Lord, is a living organism designed by God himself to be:

1. His Bride

2. A supportive body with concern for one another and with special gifts

3. A producer of fruit.

Producing fruit
If you have repented of your sin and asked Christ Jesus in to your life. you have been set free. We are in essence free of the law. But that does not mean that we are free to break the speed limit, or steal or do what we want.
Paul says in Galatians 5:13

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love.
We are called to live by the Spirit, and in so doing, produce fruit.

 v16: So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh
Paul tells the Galatians that the old and the new are in conflict with each other, but if we walk in the Spirit, we are not under the law.

He says put away the old things:

19-21 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.
We are not to go on the way we did before, we are to be different and now we have the means and the power to overcome these things through the Holy Spirit in us and to produce fruit.

22-26 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.
Conclusion
Each one of us is important to God and to the Body of Christ. We are important to one another, we are to support one another, and we are to grow together and produce fruit.

We are going to learn together over the weeks and months ahead how to grow and produce fruit where people on the outside can see that we are different.
God wants us, I believe, to be a "Come and see" church, that is our vision - to be the Church he wants us to be.

Today is the first day of a new chapter in the life of this Church, it starts with us learning to walk in the Spirit and producing fruit, finding our place and giftings within the body and becoming a people through which God will do great things.
A poem by Edgar Guest says:

I'd rather see a sermon

Than hear one any day.

I'd rather one would walk with me

Than merely tell the way.

When we get serious about God

God will get serious with us.

Do you want to get serious with God, do you want to walk in the Spirit, do you want to produce fruit? You need to make Church a priority because you do not want to miss what God has in store for you and you won't want to miss June 14th either.

When God works through this body of people, others will notice and want to Come and See, as God works in your life, you will want to tell your neighbours "Come and See".

You ARE important! to God our Heavenly Father,

We ARE important to each other

If you are not sure that you are part of the Body, a Christian, then come and see me afterwards or talk with one of the Deacons.

There is only One way to be in the Body and that is through true repentance of sin and belief that Christ died for you on the cross.

Let us pray.
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