Fruit of the Spirit

Faithfulness


Introduction
This morning we come to the facet or grace of Faithfulness as we look at the fruit of the Spirit.
In brief, this 'grace' produced by the Spirit in the life of the Christian is...

- the virtue of reliability, the character of one who can be depended upon.
As we have gone through the other facets of the fruit we should have noted the following contrasts between the Spirit and the flesh...

Those who walk by the Spirit experience love, joy, and peace and those who indulge lusts of the flesh experience hatred, jealousies, and outbursts of wrath
Those who walk by the Spirit experience longsuffering, kindness, and goodness
but those who indulge in fleshly lusts experience contentions, envy, and selfishness
This morning we will notice the contrast between the Spirit and the flesh...in that those who walk by the Spirit experience faithfulness, those who indulge in the fleshly lusts experience jealousies.
Which would you rather have...?

A life infused with love, joy, and peace, by the Spirit of Almighty God?

or a life inflicted by hatred, jealousies, and outbursts of wrath, due to fleshly lusts?

A life developing longsuffering, kindness, and goodness, with the help of the Holy Spirit? or a life devastated by contentions, envy, and selfish ambitions, due to your own fleshly lusts?

A life exuding faithfulness, with the aid of the Spirit? or a life exhausted by jealousies, due to your own fleshly lusts?

Jesus gives us a choice.  
Through His blood He can cleanse us of sin;

through the Spirit He can empower us to live holy and righteous lives.

Are we willing to accept His gracious choice...?

   "I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh." - Ga 5:16
So let us look for a while at this grace or facet of the Spirit, the fruit of Faithfulness.
Chuck Swindoll writes: (Improving Your Serve pp. 170-171 ) 

Let's pretend that you work for me. 

In fact, you are my executive assistant in a company that is growing rapidly. 

I'm the owner & I'm interested in expanding overseas. 

To pull this off, I make plans to travel abroad & stay there until the new branch office gets established. 

I make all the arrangements to take my family in the move to Europe for six to eight months, & I leave you in charge of the busy stateside organization. 

I tell you that I will write you regularly & give you direction & instructions. 

I leave & you stay -- Months pass -- A flow of letters are mailed from Europe & received by you at the national headquarters. 

I spell out all my expectations. 

Finally, I return -- Soon after my arrival I drive down to the office. 

I am stunned! Grass & weeds have grown up high -- A few windows along the street are broken. 

I walk into the receptionist's room & she is doing her nails, chewing gum, & listening to her favourite radio station. 

I look around & notice the waste baskets are overflowing, the carpet hasn't been vacuumed for weeks, & nobody seems concerned that the owner has returned. 

I ask about your whereabouts & someone in the crowded lounge area points down the hall & yells, "I think he's down there." 

Disturbed, I move in that direction & bump into you as you are finishing a chess game with our sales manager. 

I ask you to step into my office (which has been temporarily turned into a television room for watching afternoon soap operas). 

"What in the world is going on, man?" 

"What do ya' mean, Chuck? 

"Well, look at this place! Didn't you get any of my letters?" 

"Letters? Oh, yeah -- got every one of them. As a matter of fact, Chuck, we have had letter study every Friday night since you left. 
We have even divided all the personnel into small groups & discussed many of the things you wrote. Some of those things were really interesting. 
You'll be pleased to know that a few of us have actually committed to memory some of your sentences & paragraphs. One or two memorized an entire letter or two! Great stuff in those letters!" 

"Okay, okay -- you got my letters, you studied them & meditated on them, discussed & even memorized them. But what did you do about them?" 

"Do? Uh -- we didn't do anything about them." 

Unfortunately, this is what often happens to the church of Jesus Christ. 

We have been given instructions by our Lord of how He wants us to carry on, in both our personal lives, & the in church, yet often times we are unfaithful. 

This does not mean simply to believe in God, but to be a person that God can trust & rely on to follow His commands. 

The Proverb writer was correct when he wrote: "Many a man claims to have unfailing love, but a faithful man who can find?" 

Jesus said, when telling the parable of the persistent widow
Luke 8:8 However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?’
To help us to be faithful to God's instructions we need to look at 2 different areas of faithfulness this morning: 

1. FAITHFULNESS TO GOD 

English is a kind of strange language. - You would think that to be full of faith & faithful would be the same thing — but they are not. They are related, but they are not the same thing. 

To be full of faith is to have faith; to be faithful is to keep the faith. 
I can have a car but that does not mean I can drive it.
It is being true to the trust placed in us by others & by God. Everybody appreciates the person who is faithful, who will never betray a trust, & who will never fail to keep a commitment. 

God has called us to be faithful to Him. 

1. We are to be faithful to Him in prayer. 

Rom. 12:12 "Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer." 

God expects us to be faithful to Him by communicating to Him through our prayer lives. 

Can you imagine for even a moment treating our earthly fathers like we have treated God? 

Picture yourself standing in a room alone, & your loved one is there with you, yet you never make any attempt to speak to them, you just go about your business as if they are not even there. 

This is often what we do to God, He is standing in our midst, yet we do not stop to speak to Him, to praise His name, to let Him know of our needs. 

God's desire is that we be faithful to Him in prayer. 

2. We must also be faithful to God's Word. 

In the same way that we ignore God's presence by not speaking to Him,  when we do not read His Word we are ignoring Him while He's trying to speak to us. 

This would be considered intolerably rude if we were to do that to our friends or spouses, why is it not inexcusable to do that to our Creator? 

What we are talking about is being faithful in our relationship to God. 

God has given us at least these 2 ways to be faithful in that relationship — praying & reading His Word, & I don't believe He's asking too much of us, do you? 
This is how we get to know God.
When we allow other things to interrupt the time we should be spending with God, we are, in fact, being unfaithful. 

2. FAITHFUL TO GOD'S CHURCH 

God not only expects us to be faithful to Him in a personal relationship, but shows us that that relationship extends to others who are His. 

In other words, God wants us to be in relationship to each other & the vehicle He has chosen to use for that purpose is His Church. 

A. God wants us to be faithful in our church attendance. 

Heb. 10:24-25 "And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love & good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--& all the more as you see the Day approaching." 

Neglecting Church is detrimental to the cause of Christ & the growth of His kingdom. It says that we do not care about each other, about growing together.

I am not talking about those times when there is something that has to be done with family, that has to take precedence over Church. I am talking about those times when you just cant be bothered, or you put something in the way.

Ask yourself this question to determine whether you can consider yourself faithful to God's church or not: 

"If everyone had the same level of faithfulness that I do, what kind of church would this be?" 

Being faithful to God's people, the Church is not sitting back and either not turning up, or wanting your own needs met, it is asking the question 'Whose needs can I meet?' the ability to start seeing the needs of others & meeting them personally, instead of relying on somebody else. 

Are we demonstrating the fruit of faithfulness?

Conclusion
When Jesus walked this earth, we could definitely say that he was "full of faith", He had faith in God. After all, He was God (John 1).

But he was also fully human, he had all the characteristics of mankind, save one - He was sinless, whereas we are all sinful.

Jesus had done no wrong, he came to earth to be the sacrifice for OUR sins. He was to be sacrificed upon a cross, His blood was to be shed to cleanse us from OUR sins.

But....He still had to be faithful.

He still had to be relied upon to go through with the act of sacrifice

Isaiah 53:7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.
When he was led before Pilate and the Chief Priest, He could easily have thwarted them and proclaim himself the King of kings that He was, but no... He was faithful..

Isaiah 53:4-6 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.
 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
Jesus was faithful and we as Christians are called to be faithful to God, to each other and to those around us.
But we can only be truly faithful through the power of the Holy Spirit who lives within all who have been born again through Christ Jesus.

Where do you stand this morning?

Are you faithful, that is that you know Jesus as Lord and have His Holy Spirit within you and you are demonstrating faithfulness in your life.

Are you 'Full of Faith' - you have trusted Christ as your Lord and saviour, you have had your sins forgiven, but you are NOT following what God wants you to do, you are not being faithful to God or the Church of God.

Or perhaps this morning you have NO FAITH. You have never heard that Jesus died for you, so that your sins might be forgiven, you do not know Jesus as your Lord and Saviour, you don't know what it means to be forgiven and filled with God's Holy Spirit?

The Good News is that you can. If you believe with all your heart that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that he died in your place, for your sin, upon the cross. And if you are willing to turn from your sinful ways and ask for his forgiveness and for Him to come into your life - you to can know the power of God in your life.

You can be born again.

Wherever you stand this morning, you can be changed, you can press on, because...

1 Thessalonians 5:24  The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.
Amen
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